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The translator, Dr. Chaddock, has done his work well in most re¬ 
spects. He has a few affectations—“statistic” and "phthisic” and “typic”; 
In places he wants precision, as in “the delusion of the secondary maniac” 
(p. 353) for der Wahn des Vern'icktenand on the same page, “evi¬ 
dences" for “recrudescences of the primary stage.” 

It is only justice to say, however, that the translation is really excel¬ 
lent, and that it was needed. William Pickett. 

Traite de Pathologie Mentale. Publie sous la direction de M. Gilbert 
Ballet, Professeur agrege a la Faculte de medecine de Paris. By 
Messieurs. D. Anglade, F. L. Arnaud, H. Colin, E. Dupre, A. 
Dutil, J. Roubinovitch, J. Seglas and Ch. Vallon. Octave Doin, 
Paris. 

This is one of the most extensive of recent French treatises on Psy¬ 
chiatry. It contains a systematic treatment of the subject of diseases of the 
mind in a large volume of 1,600 pages. It may be termed a series of mono¬ 
graphs by the collaborators of the work, woven into a united volume. 

It is, however, more than a mere text-book on Insanity or Psychiatry. 
These are usually the outcome of the experiences with types of mental 
phenomena which are encountered within the walls of asylums, but Ballet 
would view the subject in the larger light of general mental pathology, 
rather than in the restricted sense of the disorders of the mind that deter¬ 
mine social irresponsibility. Thus, while it is held that no doubt the most 
important of the mental disorders are those that may best be observed in 
the asylum wards, yet there are a large variety of others that are not 
ordinarily met with in such practice. Thus delirium, as a pathological 
process, is of interest from this point of view, whether it occur in mania, 
in typhoid fever, in chronic hashisch poisoning or in erysipelas. The 
aboulias of the hysterical, the phobias of the neurasthenic demand explana¬ 
tion from the same standpoint. 

Classification is held by the author to be a type of necessary evil. 
Defective they all must be in view of the many gaps of knowledge con¬ 
cerning etiology, pathology, symptomatology, etc., the classification, there¬ 
fore, is considered more as a table of contents, roughly arranged in groups 
so that similarities and contrasts may most effectually be pointed out. 

The work in general is divided into nine sections or books. Ballet, in 
the first section, begins with a short historical resume of the development 
of the general subject of general psychiatry. The steps are well traced 
and the various strata of development carefully and picturesquely unfolded. 

General Etiology, by D. Anglade, is a most exhaustive presentation 
of this subject. It is a very thorough and highly practical chapter. This 
is followed by the chapters on the General Diagnosis of Mental Affections 
and the Symptomatology, by J. Seglas. The latter chapter is a book 
in itself. Two hundred pages are devoted to the elaboration of this 
portion. It is a most minute and valuable presentation. 

Book II. is devoted to a consideration of the Syndromes Mania and 
Melancholia. The standpoint adopted being that they not only have no 
exact picture that may be regarded as typical, nor do they have a single 
cause. Thus mental confusion is a symptom not a disease; it may have 
its origin in various causes; as also may acute delirium. In either case the 
etiological factors are often so obscure that it is better, lacking such 
knowledge, to consider these affections as clinical entities. Mania has 
been written by D. Anglade and Melancholia by D. Anglade and G. Ballet. 

In Book III. the mental affections, due to the infections and intoxica¬ 
tions, are considered by various authors. J. Roubinovitch takes up the 
General Considerations, also the Febrile Deliria, Septicemic Deliria and 
the Delirium of Collapse, and the External Toxic Psychoses, Alcoholic 
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Phychoses being well developed. D. Anglade writes on Acute Delirium, 
Mental Confusion (Meynert's Amentia). 

Book IV. deals with the Constitutional Psychoses, under which head 
are included the Primary Systematized Deliria, acute and chronic; Periodic 
and Circular Insanity, both held to depend on a latent predisposition; while 
classified as a result of apparent predispositions are the phobias, obsessions, 
impulsions, moral insanities and deliria of persecution, etc. 

Book V. considers the neuroses from the standpoint of the mental 
signs. Hysteria, neurasthenia, epilepsy and chorea are here dealt with. 
The organic psychopathies are treated of in a separate section. General 
Paresis and the Encephalopathies of acute and chronic character com¬ 
prise the sixth hook. Idiocy and imbecility in a seventh. Thyroid 
Insanities in another. The Treatment, both medical and administrative, 
makes the closing chapters of this valuable treatise. 

This summary of contents does not in any sense convey an idea of the 
great helpfulness of this volume to the student and the specialist alike. 
It is a masterly work and deserving of a wide recognition. 

Jei.i.iffe. 

Electro-Diagnosis and Electro-Therapeutics. llv Dr. Toby Cohn, 
Nerve Specialist of Berlin. Translated from the Second German 
Edition and Edited by Francis A. Scratch lev. M.D.. Chief of 
Clinic, University and Bellevue Medical School. Funk & Wagnalls 
Company, New York and London. 

Cohn’s work has been before the medical public for a number of 
years, and in its original German dress has proven of great service to 
neurologists and general practitioners alike. 

In its translation into English it will find more friends. It will aid 
the cause of electro-therapeutics, which has fallen very much from grace, 
because of the over enthusiasm of many practisers of this tvpe of thera¬ 
peutics, who have been unable to dissociate electrotherapy from psycho¬ 
therapy. 

For the physician who would seek a concise and practical guide as to 
the methods of electrical diagnosis we know of no better work. The 
charts of the electrical points of stimulation are useful and well reproduced. 

As for the chapters on therapeutics they represent the most conserva¬ 
tive and rational practise of one who has had a large experience. I he 
practitioner who would seek in treatment all that the author claims will 
probably not be disappoined. This much cannot be said for many treatises 
on electro-therapeutics. 

The translation is facile and the general book making is all that 
could be desired. Goodale. 

Die Farbetechnik fur das Nervensystem. Von Dr. Bernhard Pollack, 
Augenarzt in Berlin, pp. 158, Dritte, wesentlich erweiterte Auflage. 
Berlin, Verlag von S. Karger. 1905 - 

Two previous editions of this book have appeared, the first in the 
early part of 1897. The object of its publication is to give to those in¬ 
terested in the microscopic examination of the nervous system such direc¬ 
tions as may be useful in their work. It is not intended for beginners in 
histology, but merely to supply such information regarding technique as the 
special student of the nervous system requires. Judgment has been used 
in the selection of methods, but in spite of this fact the present edition of 
the book, with its index, requires 158 octavo pages. After a considerable 
interval this new edition appears, necessitated by the advance which has 
been made in histological technique during the intervening period. The 
development of neuroglia methods and the methods of Bethe and others 



